
 
NO. 24-CI-7851 JEFFERSON CIRCUIT COURT 

JUDGE MELISSA BELLOWS 
DIVISION SEVEN (7) 

 
KENTUCKY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

 
PLAINTIFF 

  

v. MOTION TO INTERVENE  
  

  
BOBBIE HOLSCLAW, in her official 
capacity as Jefferson County Clerk; 
JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS. 

DEFENDANTS 

 
*  *  *  * 

 
ACLU OF KENTUCKY’S MOTION TO INTERVENE AS CO-PLAINTIFF 

 
 Pursuant to Kentucky Rule of Civil Procedure 24.02 and 24.03, putative Intervenor ACLU 

of Kentucky (“ACLU”), by counsel, moves to intervene in this action as co-Plaintiff. In support 

of this motion, the ACLU states as follows: 

FACTS 
 

In this year’s general election, voters in Jefferson County were met with substantial delays 

at various polling cites due to the maladministration by the County Clerk’s office in utilizaing its 

electronic poll book technology. Widespread delays were caused because, according to the Clerk’s 

office, the electronic pollbooks were taking longer to boot up than anticipated. [See CHRIS SUTTER, 

Bring Your Patience: Technical issues, long lines slowing down voting at some Jefferson County 

polling locations, WDRB.com, at https://www.wdrb.com/news/politics/technical-issues-long-

lines-slowing-down-voting-at-some-jefferson-county-polling-locations/article_dccfffec-9b70-

11ef-b183-931a00a7c809.html (last visited Nov. 5, 2024).] 
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 Because Kentuckians have a finite amount of time in which to exercise their franchise, 

these significant delays created hardships on many who have had to choose between waiting in 

line to vote versus engaging in other life necessities, such as working, child care, etc. (and who are 

unable to return to their polling locations before 6:00 p.m.). 

The ACLU of Kentucky is the not-for-profit state affiliate of a national civil rights 

organization whose mission is to promote and defend individuals’ civil liberties, including the 

right to vote. The ACLU of Kentucky works to protect voting rights through, inter alia, litigation, 

advocacy, legislation, communication, and outreach, including work to promote voter registration, 

voter education, get out the vote efforts, election protection, and census participation. The ACLU 

has members who are registered voters throughout the Commonwealth, including in Jefferson 

County, Kentucky. And upon information and belief, ACLU members include those who are duly 

registered Jefferson County voters, and who have suffered harm as a result in above-referenced 

voting delays. Thus, the putative Intervenor shares common claims (and requests identical relief) 

to the existing Plaintiffs in this action. 

ARGUMENT 
 
I. Permissive Intervention Should Be Granted. 
 
 Kentucky Rule of Civil Procedure (CR) 24.02 provides: 

Upon timely application anyone may be permitted to intervene in an action: (a) 
when a statute confers a conditional right to intervene or (b) when an applicant's 
claim or defense and the main action have a question of law or fact in common .... 
In exercising its discretion, the court shall consider whether the intervention will 
unduly delay or prejudice the adjudication of the rights of the original parties. 

 
“The purpose of intervention is to prevent trying issues ‘to finality without all parties 

with a common interest in the issue or factual scenario being present.’” Covington v. 

Commonwealth, 678 S.W.3d 918, 922 (Ky. Ct. App. 2023) (quoting Bailey v. Bertram, 471 

45
C

F
E

09
7-

69
16

-4
54

D
-9

5F
0-

B
A

F
9D

7D
92

0E
F

 :
 0

00
00

2 
o

f 
00

00
17



 
 

 
3 

 

S.W.3d 687, 691 (Ky. 2015), as corrected (Jun. 10, 2015)). “[P]ermissive intervention is more 

concerned with consolidating common legal and factual questions than with protecting the 

implicated rights of non-parties.” Id. (cleaned up). Thus, “[p]ermissive intervention requires the 

intervenor to have an interest or claim in common with the litigants in the underlying action.” Id. 

 Here, permissive intervention is appropriate because the ACLU of Kentucky’s putative 

Complaint [attached as Exh. 1] shares common questions of law and fact as the existing 

Complaint, as well as seeks the same relief. The ACLU of Kentucky, on behalf of its members, 

seeks to vindicate their right to vote in a general election that is conducted in accordance with both 

the letter, and spirit, of Kentucky law, and in a way that does not unfairly deprive individuals who 

wished (but were unable) to vote due to the County Clerk’s implementation errors. 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, this Court should permit the ACLU of Kentucky 

to intervene in this action as co-Plaintiff. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      /s William E. Sharp    
      Corey M. Shapiro 
      William E. Sharp 
      ACLU OF KENTUCKY FOUNDATION 
      325 W. Main Street, Suite 2210 
      Louisville, Kentucky 40202 
      (502) 581-9746 
      corey@aclu-ky.org 
      wsharp@aclu-ky.org 
       
      Attorney for Putative Intervenor-Plaintiff 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Motion to Intervene was filed electronically 

on November 5, 2024 via the CourtNet 2.0 system, and by serving a copy on the following 

individuals via electronic mail: 

William R. Adams 
KAPLAN JOHNSON ABATE & BIRD LLP 
710 W. Main St., 4th Floor 
Louisville, KY 40202 
Phone: (502) 416-1630 
radams@kaplanjohnsonlaw.com 
Counsel for Ky. Democratic Party 

 

Mary Ellen Allen 
mallen@jeffersoncircuitclerk.org 
Counsel Defendant Holsclaw 
 
Natalie Johnson 
Natalie.johnson@louisvilleky.gov 
Counsel for JCBE 
 
Sarah Cameron 
Tanner Watkins 
Sarah.cameron@dinsmore.com 
Tanner.watkins@dinsmore.com 
Counsel for Republican Party of Kentucky 

  
  

 
 

 
/s William E. Sharp    
William E. Sharp 
ACLU OF KENTUCKY 
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NO. 24-CI-7851 JEFFERSON CIRCUIT COURT 
JUDGE MELISSA BELLOWS 

DIVISION SEVEN (7) 
 
ACLU OF KENTUCKY 

 
PLAINTIFF 

  

v. ORDER  
  

  
BOBBIE HOLSCLAW, in her official 
capacity as Jefferson County Clerk; 
JEFFERSON COUNTY BOARD OF 
ELECTIONS. 

DEFENDANTS 

 
*  *  *  * 

 
 Motion having been made, and the Court being sufficiently advised: 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that: 

 Putative Intervenor ACLU of Kentucky’s Motion to Intervene as co-Plaintiff in the above-

styled action is hereby GRANTED.  

  
       

            
      Judge, Jefferson Circuit Court 
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